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tlie laws and liberties of his country are the subjects of his deliberation ? The tongue that would persuade, there, must not content itself with mere articulation. You know what pains Demosthenes took to correct his naturally bad elocution; you know that he declaimed by the sea-side in storms, to prepare himself for the noise of the tumultuous assemblies he was to speak to; and you can now judge of the correctness and elegancy of his style. He thought all these things of consequence, and he thouglit right; pray do you think so too. It is of the utmost consequence to you to be of that opinion. If you have the least defect in your elocution, take the utmost care and pains to correct it. Do not neglect your style, whatever language you speak in, or whomever you speak to, were it your footman. Seek always for the best words and the happiest expressions you can find. Do not content yourself with being barely understood; but adorn your thoughts, and dress them as you would your person; which, however well proportioned it might be, it would be very improper and indecent to exhibit naked, or even worse dressed than people of your sort are.
I have sent you, in a packet which your Leipsig acquaintance, Duval, sends to his correspondent at Borne, Lord Bolingbroke's book,* which he published about a year ago, I desire that you will read it over and over again, with particular attention to the style, and to all those beauties of oratory with which, it is adorned. Till I read that book, I confess I did
* Letters on the Spirit of Patriotism, and on the Idea of a Patriot King.